BMCA General Meeting Minutes
Date/Time: Monday, February 24, 2014 / 7:00-9:00 PM
Location: Church of the Brethren
Attendance: 31
Minutes: (Note: not necessarily in chronological order as presented during the meeting)
1. Welcome and introductions (7:10 PM): Ms. Claudia Maloney, Boulevard Manor Civic
Association (BMCA) President, welcomed the members and guests in attendance.
2. Approval of Minutes (Tony Ermovick): Copies of the October 21, 2013 BMCA General
Meeting minutes were posted on the BMCA website (http://www.boulevardmanor.org) in
advance of the meeting and 20 copies were also made available to all meeting attendees. No
comments or exceptions to the minutes as drafted were noted, and a motion to accept them as
written was made, seconded and unanimously approved.
3. Treasurer’s Report (Rob Pilot): The BMCA Treasurer (Rob Pilot) was not able to attend,
but provided a written Treasurer’s report (with copies available for all present, see Attachment
(A) to these minutes). A motion to accept the report as written was made, seconded and
unanimously approved.
Beginning Balance as of January 1, 2014 …………………....…… $7,716.88
Balance as of February 17, 2014 ….…………..………….…….… $8,107.25
Rob also provided a copy of the BMCA “Report of 2013 Expenses / 2014 Budget and Expenses
Y.T.D.” as well (see Attachment (B)) for approval. After discussion, since there will not be a
Ashlawn Fun Fair this year, a motion was made to allow for a donation to the Ashlawn new
facility Brick initiative. Though considerable discussion was made as to whether this was
allowable under the BMCA Bylaws, it was eventually determined to be acceptable. A motion
was made to both approve this change and to accept the 2014 budget as presented.
4. Standing Committee Reports:
a. Communications (Lee Dioso). Not present / nothing to report. Claudia thanked Lee for
the great job he again did in editing and publishing the February BMCA newsletter.
b. Hospitality (Carlin Schwartz). Claudia, filling in for Carlin who was not able to attend
the meeting, reported the following for this committee:
 Claudia announced that the annual BMCA/Church of the Brethren Eater Egg
Hunt was scheduled for Saturday, April 19, 2014 from 10:30-11:30 at the Church
of the Brethren. Note: the age limit has been increased to 12 years old so that all
5th graders could participate.
c. Safety (Chuck Norton). Chuck provided an update on the following:
 CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) and how someone can join.
Please contact him if you are interested in finding out more info.
1




More deer are being seen in the area. Drivers should be aware and careful to
avoid
Car doors need to be locked, as there have been some reports on unlocked cars
being broken into

d. Conservation and Beautification (Josh Handler). Josh mentioned three initiatives that he
is currently working on:
 Clean-up along Rt. 50/Arlington Blvd and the by-pass road: Working with
VDOT. Must sign an agreement with VDOT, emphasizing safety and use of
native species. Working on various ways that work can be designed and phased.
 Working with the Upton Hill Park Manager on possible ways to address roadway
overgrowth and soil erosion issues along Livingston Street and Wilson Blvd.
 Various English Ivy Clean-up projects throughout BMCA. Specifically,
investigating a possible Earth Day volunteer clean-up effort for the area behind
the skateboard park.
e. Parks (Phil Klingelhofer). Phil mentioned several items related to the parks, as follows:
 Park Rangers are currently working 10:00 AM-8:30PM. After daylight savings,
these hours will change to 12:00 to 10:30 PM. The Ranger station phone number
is (703) 535-0168.
 Two upcoming events: April 26 annual Four Mile run stream clean-up (9:0012:30) and May 17 Turtle Trot 5K (8:00 AM – noon).
 Traffic/Parking: Big concern for nearby residents. Any issues (such as illegal
parking) should be reported to the Arlington Non-emergency number (703) 5582222. Park Rangers cannot issue parking tickets.
 Noise/crowding: Any noise or crowding 30 minutes after sundown should be
reported to the Park Rangers.
 Bluemont Park tree replacement: Phil responded to one question concerning the
need for tree replacements in Bluemont Park. He will investigate this and report
back at the next General meeting.
 Upton Hill Park:
 Park officially opens March 15
 Swim lesson registration begins March 15
 Easter Egg Hunt scheduled for Thursday, April 17. Starts at 10:00 and
costs $10
 Earth Day event on April 19. Volunteers needed.
 Pool opens May 24
 Emergency contact number is: (414) 429-4678. Park POC is Yahya
Adbul-Qaadir


Membership (Matt Smith): Matt provided the following committee update: 88
families have joined so far this year, with 50% paying by PayPal

6. Special Committees Reports:
a. Neighborhood Conservation Plan (NCP) (Vacant). This Special Committee is currently
without a Chair. If anyone is interested in serving as Chair of this committee, please
contact Claudia.
2

b. Reevesland (TBD / Joan Horwitt). The members of this Special Committee are still
working with the County on possibly developing the property as a Learning Center. No
specific update was provided as no Committee representatives were present at the
meeting.
c. Ashlawn Expansion (Josh Handler). Josh provided the following report:
 Additional trees were cut down that were not in the use permit. New use permit is
being developed/submitted. Schools committed to planting more trees than the
number cut down.
 New ramp being proposed at the Montegue Street entrance will result in several
large trees being cut down. Alternatives being reviewed. Liaison required with
DHRA (Dominion Hills Recreation Association). Issue to be discussed at the
March 15 County Board meeting. Desire is to minimize impact to the area/trees.
 Public Facilities Review Commission (PFRC): Josh has agreed to remain
engaged on this committee.
d. Nominating Committee: The following BMCA members were nominated and accepted
to be on the BMCA Nominating Committee: Tony Ermovick, Chuck Norton, and Sandra
Spear. The Committee will report out at the June General Meeting.
7. Unfinished Business:
a. Arlington Villages Project. Gail Kutner provided a brief update on this issue. See
Attachment (C) for latest info. Ms. Kutner provided her contact number (703-524-8540)
should anyone wish to contact her to discuss this initiative.
b. Incorporation of BMCA. Not addressed at this meeting. Final actions still pending.
c. Access to 8th Road From Wilson Blvd. Mr. William Roberts, Transportation Program
Manager from Arlington County, was a guest speaker to discuss and present the plans to
extend 8th Road N. to Wilson Blvd. Stated that County staff had met with representatives
from DHRA to discuss their concerns. Issue to be discussed at the March 24 County
Board meeting. After explaining the handouts, a question and answer session followed.
Significant comments and concerns with this proposal were as follows:
 Questions were raised and addressed on such areas as utilities relocation, current
and future safety concerns, cost of work, possible future congestion on Wilson
Blvd, and ADA compliance
 Two options have specifically been investigated:
i. ADA accessible ramp only (cost ~$100K)
ii. Full access road (cost ~$1M)
 Mr. Rich Engle, DHRA Board member, stated the following:
1) Serious concern with the proposed road access project
2) Long standing and positive relationship with Arlington Public Schools
3) Numerous engineering, aesthetic, and DHRA property value concerns
with the roadway option
After sight revisions to the proposed BMCA letter, motions were made and seconded
with near unanimous approval (30 approve, 1 abstain votes) to submit the following
statement to the County Board on a letter from the BMCA President:
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“The Boulevard Manor Civic Association (BMCA) is in favor of improving the
pedestrian connection between Wilson Boulevard and 8th Road North, particularly to
allow children to reach Ashlawn Elementary School. We oppose however, creating
a new road connecting Wilson to upper 8th Road. The road is expensive and
unnecessary to solving safety issues on 8th Road, and will create new hazards to
pedestrians walking on the south side of Wilson Boulevard. The new roadway will
also result in a loss of up to ten on-street parking spots that are helpful to people
visiting Ashlawn.”
Note: This letter was subsequently signed on February 24 and emailed to the Arlington
County Board on March 4, 2014.
8. New Business:
a. Bluemont Park Butterfly Garden: Ms. Maraea Harris, Arlington Master Gardner,
provided some information on the proposed Butterfly Garden that is under development
at the Bluemont park parking lot island area. Physical work will start this spring/summer,
and more info will be published via the BMCA listserve.
b. “Celebration of Life” Event for Ms. Gene Crawford: Ms. Saundra Spear announced that
there would be a “Celebration of Life” event for Ms. Gene Crawford, notable Arlington
resident and community supporter, on February 27, 2014 at the Unitarian Church.
c. Possibility of a Candidate Night: Ms. Saundra Spears proposed the idea of a possible
“candidates night” at BMCA, for either the School Board candidates and/or the County
Board candidates. Ms. Spear agreed to investigate this further.
d. 2014 Annual Community Picnic: Mr. Tony Ermovick informed the BMCA membership
that the Upton Hill picnic shelter has been reserved for September 14th, 2014 for the
annual BMCA Community Picnic.
9. Conclusion. Meeting adjourned at 8:55 PM.
Next BMCA General Meeting: TBD: June, 2014
Respectfully submitted,

Tony Ermovick

BMCA Secretary

Attachments:
A. BMCA Treasurer’s Report of February 24, 2014
B. BMCA Report of 2013 Expenses and Proposed 2014
C. Arlington Neighborhood Villages update
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Attachment (A)
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Attachment (B)
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Attachment (C)
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